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SHIRE OF KATANNING —  
CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY DIVERSE COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.10 am]: I am 
pleased to inform the house that the state government has held its first consultation with culturally and 
linguistically diverse communities for 2011, this being in the Shire of Katanning. 

The state government, through the Office of Multicultural Interests, is listening to migrant communities and 
working with other government departments to improve services and promote the benefits of multiculturalism. In 
2010, OMI developed and initiated a community engagement strategy with the aim of facilitating the 
involvement of CALD communities in government decision-making processes, policies and programs. The 
strategy and consultations provide our CALD communities with a voice and an opportunity for government to 
hear firsthand the issues and challenges they are facing. 

The Katanning consultation follows a series of successful events in metropolitan and regional areas in 2010, 
including as far north as Broome, Karratha and Port Hedland. The information raised in the consultations is 
compiled and a report is provided to stakeholders for information and action.  

The recent community consultation forum at the Katanning Leisure Centre covered a range of issues, such as 
improving the coordination of settlement services, employment, health care, the use of interpreters and 
increasing the availability of English language classes.  

It is very important that all Western Australians have a voice, and this strategy is identifying the needs of CALD 
communities across the state. The regional consultations ensure that all Western Australians have the opportunity 
to engage with government and to discuss issues that are important to them. I look forward to working with 
people across the state to promote the value of regional settlement and the benefits of a diverse and inclusive 
multicultural society.  

I congratulate the Shire of Katanning for its leadership in initiating the first consultations for 2011. The shire is a 
best-practice example of a local government that is cultivating partnerships and planning for the future needs of 
its vibrant and diverse community.  
 


